
 

Whatôs Up! 
  
 Well our yards and plants may look like a nuclear winter 
wasteland instead of a winter wonderland, but at least weôll try to 
bring a little bit of Spring into your lives with our inaugural edi-
tion of ñNature In Our Neighborhood.ò  In this first edition, we 
display some of our neighbor Jason Payneôs truly stunning im-
ages of the Monarch Butterfly lifecycle.  These images were taken 
solely from his yard and epitomize the abundant availability of 
truly beautiful nature within Lithia Ridge.   This section is on 
pages 6 -7. 
 
 Our President Kevin Flynn welcomes us to a new year on 
Page 2 and discusses the Lithia Ridge Homeowners Association 
(LRHOA) Board and the immediate need for volunteers to assist 
in some of our vital support missions to our community.  
 
 Page 3 contains articles from Holly Flynn on the success 
of our Holiday functions, Marty Gold (our Treasurer) on 2010 
LRHOA Assessments, and changes to the Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC).  
 
 Since weôre all wondering if those non-native Florida beau-
tiful plants are all worth it after this nuclear winter blast, Lynne 
Foussat, our Master Gardener, presents valuable information on 
Florida Friendly ground covers on pages 4 -5.  Lynne also pro-
vides some much needed advice for our plants and for our yards 
after the recent, harsh winter assault on Page 8.  
 
 On Page 5 also, I address one of the LRHOA Board initia-
tives to bring attention to and derive a solution from County offi-
cials on the dangerous traffic situation that exists at the entrance 
to our community and what steps we have initiated to remedy 
this situation.  
 
  Our gracious business sponsors & newsletter advertisers 
are listed on Page 8; please patronize these valuable members of 
our community.  
 
 And finally, weôre always looking for suggestions and 
comments for improving our newsletter, as well as for anyone 
who would like to share an interesting experience or idea with the 
community.  We especially encourage members to submit im-
ages befitting our ñNature In the Neighborhoodò series.  Please 
feel free to offer any comments, suggestions, ideas or notewor-
thy experiences.  Thank you kindly, and may you all have a safe, 
prosperous and happy new year!  

 
Greg Clarkson  

Newsletter Editor  
Editor  

gclarks11@verizon.net 
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Presidentôs Corner 
 

Kevin Flynn  
 
 

 Happy New Year!  My name is Kevin Flynn, and I am happy to report that Iôve accepted the 
position once again as President on the Lithia Ridge HOA Board.  I can certainly attest to the simple 
fact that this job would not be possible if not for the support of our other board members for FY 
2010.  These Board members are:  
 

Denise Smith:  Vice President, Communications Director and Welcoming Committee 
   Chair; 

Marty Gold :  Treasurer;  

David Espy : Secretary; and  

Greg Clarkson : Member-at-Large, as well as News Letter Editor. 
 
 As many of you are aware, the board and its committee chair persons are made up of volun-
teers.  If you review the latest newsletter, you will see who these individuals are.  Without the help of 
these volunteers our communityôs board of directors will most likely succumb to a management as-
sociation who can take on the responsibilities of the board.   Please remember the following:   
 

The board is charged with upholding the deed restrictions & covenants, minimizing the 
liability to the community and caring for community assets. 

They are volunteers whom all hold fulltime jobs. 

Please be polite and courteous. 

Please respect their privacy. 
 

Please attend the monthly meetings with ideas and willingness to back it up by volunteering and / or 
providing leadership. 
 

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!!!  
 

 If you like to get out and take walks for exercise, this just might be a perfect opportunity for 
you to accomplish your exercise goals while getting involved in supporting our community.  We ab-
solutely need volunteers to help distribute the newsletters. Please contact Dee Waite at 
djwaite1@yahoo.com or by phone 643-8724 to volunteer for this important function of our commu-
nity.  Your support will be greatly appreciated! 
 
 Thanks to all who have already volunteered their time throughout last year, and I look for-
ward to working with those whom Iôve yet to meet. 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY  2010  
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EVENTS 
 

Holly Flynn  
 

 The cookie exchange and the Christmas caroling events were a great success.  We had 
about 50 carolers this year! I was very surprised but so appreciative that so many people showed 
up.  I also want to thank the people who gave up their seats for the children to ride. It was very 
thoughtful. We look forward to a great turnout next year but might have to take RSVPôs to reserve a 
seat!!!  I hope everyone had a great holiday! 

Happy New Year! 
Holly Flynn 
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2010 LRHOA Assessments  
 

Marty Gold, Treasurer  
 

 Homeowners, as you know 2010 assessments were due December 31, 2009. 2010 will not 
see an increase in our assessments.  In addition, Lithia Ridge Board of Directors is offering a pay-
ment plan to defer the financial demand at this time of year in our soft economy.  As usual our as-
sessment was due December 31, 2009.  You now have an option to spread your assessment over 
four payments.  The first payment is due immediately. The balance will be billed monthly to March 
31, 2010.  You may at any time pay your balance in full.  There will be a $25 administrative fee, due 
with the first payment.  Interest at 1.5% will be due on balances from February 1 on. Homeowner 
account balances not paid by March 31 may be considered past due and usual collection efforts 
may then be taken per our deed restrictions.  Postage to be added to all mailed monthly invoice 
statements.  
 
 Visit your community website lithiaridgehoa.com, to view, download and return the payment 
plan application if so interested.  Payment plan applications must be signed and returned to com-
mence the plan.  Initial payment now due on January 31st, 2010, is $172.00 ($98.50 from first pay-
ment that would have been due December 31st, 2009, plus the second payment of $73.50). Thank 
you! 
 

Architectural Review Committee (ARC) Change  
 

LRHOA Board  

 
 

 Rhonda Stiyers has assumed the role of interim ARC Chairperson formerly held by Scott 
Haase.  Scott will continue his services as our Website Administrator, in which we are very appre-
ciative of his talents in maintaining our great looking and very useful Website.   Thank you so much 
Scott for your dedication and efforts in leading this important asset of maintaining Lithia Ridgeôs 
aesthetic value and appeal...we are extremely grateful for your services over the years!  And thank 
you Rhonda for filling in! 
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G A R D E N I N G  
 

T O P 5  D R O U G H T- R E S I S TA N T  G R O U N D  C O V E R S   
 

 This edition weôll cover popular ground covers.  Any plant that grows low to the ground and 
can be used to fill in areas where turf grass will not grow or is not wanted is considered a ground 
cover. Ideally, most ground covers should be evergreen and provide a permanent covering. Many 
times we struggle with plants that are not in the right place. Replacing problem plants with appro-
priate ground covers in areas such as hot, dry strips next to sidewalks or driveways is a perfect 
solution. Ground covers are sometimes used as a natural barrier to prevent foot traffic or reduce 
soil erosion on sloped areas. Many ground covers will also do well in deep shade, as opposed to 
even the most shade-tolerant turf grass. The following are some particularly tough, colorful, and 
drought-resistant ground covers for Central Florida landscapes.  
 

The Beach Sunflower  
 

 The Beach Sunflower is a native spreading perennial that has attractive, small sunflower-
like blooms year round. It spreads to form a dense ground cover in hot sunny locations, even with-
out irrigation. It is very attractive to butterflies and often reseeds. Plant in any sunny spot with well 
drained soil and watch the flowers turn their faces to follow the sun from sunrise to sunset. Plant 
two feet apart and apply mulch to keep the weeds down and hold moisture in the sandy soils. 
 

Lantana  

 
 Lantana is one of the most popular flowering perennials in Florida. Once established, this 
spreading ground cover blooms continuously and requires little care. Butterflies frequent these 
nectar rich flowers which come in a variety of colors. Well-drained soils are required. Lantanas are 
salt tolerant and usually re-grow after a frost. Lantana camara, a non-native variety, is considered 
invasive in South Florida. 
 

Mimosa 
 

 Mimosa, also known as Powderpuff, this native ground cover has purple, brush-like flow-
ers. Stems often root along their length and can penetrate deep into soil, one of the likely reasons 
that this plant is drought resistant. Mimosa can spread quicklyï as few as four or five pots planted 
in a landscape can cover 200-300 ft in less than a full growing season. Its rapid spread, dense, 
mat-like habit, and deep root system also make it a good species for erosion control. 
 

Perennial Peanut  
 

 Perennial Peanut is a great ground cover due to its high resistance to drought, nematodes, 
and pathogens and its minimal fertilizer needs. It requires no fertilization or pest control, can be 
walked on, and has edible, peanut flavored flowers. Flowers bloom from April through September. 
Top growth dies back after a frost, but the plant will come back as long as the rhizomes don't 
freeze. Maintain at 1.5ò tall by mowing every 2-4 weeks. Mowing stimulates flowering. 
 
 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY  2010  
Lithia Ridge News  
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T O P 5  D R O U G H T- R E S I S TA N T  G R O U N D  C O V E R S  
( c o n t i n u e d )  

 
Dwarf Asiatic Jasmine 

 

 The Dwarf Asiatic Jasmine vine's slender stems form dense tangled mats when grown 
as ground cover. It prefers rich, well-drained soil but will succeed in most soils except those 
that are soggy. It is slow growing the first 2-3 years. It has good salt tolerance and can be 
grown near the beach. Jasmine tolerates deep shade, but prefers moderately shady situa-
tions in hot summer climates. A weed whacker can be used to maintain a neat shape and 
appearance. 
 
 This fact sheet was produced using information originally published by Marina  
DôAbreau, Ed.D., Environmental Horticulture Agent II.  Happy Gardening! 
 

Lynne Foussat  
UF Hillsborough County Extension Master Gardener  

654-0968 

 Traffic Control For The Entrance To Lithia Ridge 
 

Greg Clarkson, Member -at-Large  

 
 The LRHOA Board has increasing concerns regarding the safety of our students and parents com-
muting to their respective schools in the morning.  Specifically, many parents or student drivers must make a 
left-hand turn out of our subdivision onto Lithia-Pinecrest Road during some of the worst traffic in the morning 
enroute to their or their children's schools.  In addition, residents exiting from Adelaide Avenue (the road im-
mediately opposite Lithia Ridge Blvd. across Lithia Pinecrest Road) exacerbate the situation by competing 
for the sparse breaks in the Lithia-Pinecrest Road traffic streams and by failing to yield properly the right-of-
way.   The end result is a very dangerous, four-way intersection that totally lacks traffic control or regulation 
and poses a direct threat to the safety of our school children and parents. 
 

Our communications with County officials indicate this intersection is on the "waiting list" for a light, 

with a very nebulous situation being complicated by negotiations with a developer.  Also, the lack of a fatality 

at this intersection appears to be a more subtle and thinly-veiled reason for not having a light....even though 

there are numerous documented accidents and constant near-misses at this intersection. 

We deem this condition totally unacceptable and have absolutely no intention to idly wait for our inter-

section to contribute to the County's traffic fatality statistics.  Therefore, we have initiated dialogue with the 

school principals of Lithia Springs, Randall and Newsome to discuss this situation with the objective of gain-

ing their support in mounting a joint effort to remedy this very dangerous situation posed to our school chil-

dren and parents.   We will be exploring other interim options, such as requesting active Hillsborough County 

Sheriffôs Department traffic control during the morning rush hour, and intend to solicit the support of the local 

media and those residents served by Adelaide Avenue. 

We will keep you advised of the latest developments and progress of our efforts.  Please feel to con-

tact us to offer any suggestions or other avenues of support to end this immediate danger to our children and 

parents.  Thank you kindly! 
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Nature In The Neighborhood  
 

 This is our inaugural edition of ñNature In The Neighborhood.ò  The intent of this 
series is to highlight the beauty and the extent of nature that exists right within the con-
fines of Lithia Ridge...whether it be in oneôs yard or throughout our common areas.  We 
want to share this beauty among all residents, in hope they gain an appreciation and 
respect for elements of nature that are often overlooked or taken for granted, and to 
promote conservation and the reasonable creation of habitat wherever possible.   
 
 The rules for submission of images for this series are simple...nature subjects 
must be imaged within the boundaries of Lithia Ridge.   
 
 Our series starts with truly beautiful and quality images of the Monarch Butterfly 
provided by Jason Payne of Harrogate Drive.  Jason and his family cultivated a beautiful 
and self-sustaining butterfly garden of host and nectar plants oriented specifically for the 
Monarch Butterfly.  Host plants support the egg and the larva (caterpillar) stages of the 
butterflies and include such plants as Milkweed (Monarch favorite), Aster, Porterweed, 
Passionflower, Wild Petunia, and Saw Palmetto.  Nectar plants provide the necessary 
food sources for adult butterflies, and include such Monarch favorites as Common and 
Swamp Milkweed, Butterfly Bush, Butterfly Weed, New England and Smooth Aster, 
Marigold, and Lantana (as mentioned in Lynne Foussatôs article).    
 
 The Monarch life cycle starts with an egg 
with is laid on a host plant.  In the image here, 
the single white egg is attached to a milkweed 
plant in Jasonôs yard.   Monarch eggs are oval- 
or football-shaped and normally laid on the un-
derside of host plant leaves.  Sometimes a 
small, dark spot can be seen at the top of the 
egg, which is the head of the soon-to-be cater-
pillar.   In about 3-4 days of incubation, a small 
caterpillar will emerge and feed on the host 
plant.  The newly-emerged caterpillar will eat his 
egg casing as its first meal. 
 
 The second stage of the Monarch lifecy-
cle is the caterpillar or larva stage.  This strik-
ingly beautiful Monarch caterpillar is munching 
on the Milkweed host plant in Jasonôs front yard.    
Butterfly caterpillar skin, or cuticle,  does not ex-
pand as they grow, so the caterpillars must 
shed their cuticles as they grow like so many 
exoskeleton insects and arachnids.    There will 
be about five cuticle sheds during the caterpillar 
stage, with each shed providing additional nour-
ishment for the caterpillar. 
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Nature In The Neighborhood  
(continued) 

 
 The next stage in the Monarch life cycle 
is the pupa, also known as the chrysalis.   The 
caterpillar will migrate to a suitable plant and un-
dergo metamorphosis into the beautiful chrysa-
lis.  The chrysalis is studded with specs of gold 
with a semi-circle of gold and black on its upper 
portion.  The chrysalis is actually clear; the visi-
ble change in color is due to the development of 
the pupa within the chrysalis.  One can observe 
the change in chrysalis color from green initially 
to the adult spectrum of orange, black, white 
and yellow.   
 
  
 
 
 
The final stage of the Monarch butterfly is the 
adult.  This gorgeous adult Monarch Butterfly 
image taken by Jason not only depicts the but-
terfly in all its beauty, but also represents the 
continuation of another life cycle...the adult here 
is perched on a Milkweed host plant and proba-
bly laying an egg to repeat the Monarch lifecy-
cle. 
 
 
 
 Our final image from Jasonôs yard con-
tains 3 of the four stages in the Monarch lifecy-
cle:  two eggs visible at top center, a pupa 
chrysalis just below the eggs, and a larva cater-
pillar in the lower left quadrant of the image. 
 Information in this article was provided by 
the Florida Museum of Natural History, TheBut-
terflySite.com and by MonarchButter-
flyUSA.com.  Images provided solely by Jason 
Payne. 
 Our special gratitude and thanks go to 
Jason Payne and his family for sharing this won-
derful display of nature in our neighborhood and 
for providing the habitat to make this all possi-
ble.  Thank you very much, Jason, Stephanie &  
kids! 
                                                     Greg Clarkson 


