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Three species of mole crickets were first
detected in the southeastern U.S. about 1900, and are
now serious plant pests. Those species are the tawny
mole cricket, Scapteriscus vicinus (Figure 1),
southern mole cricket, Scapteriscus bordlii (Figure
2), and shortwinged mole cricket, Scapteriscus
abbreviatus (Figure 3). Other, non-damaging mole
crickets occur in North America (e.g., Neocurtilla

hexadactyla), but these three are the most damagi ng. Figure 2 Southe_rn mole cricket adult. Credits: L. Buss,
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Figure 3. Shortwinged mole cricket adult. Credits: L. Buss,
Figure 1. Tawny mole cricket adult. Credits: L. Buss, University of Florida
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Host Range

Though usually considered pests of grass on
lawns, golf courses, and pastures, Scapteriscus spp.
mol e crickets have a broad diet. The southern mole
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