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St. Augustinegrass (Senotaphrum secundatum
[Walt.] Kuntze.), iswidely adapted to the warm,
humid (subtropical) regions of theworld. Itis
believed to be native to the coastal regions of both the
Gulf of Mexico and the Mediterranean. In Florida, St.
Augustinegrass is the most commonly planted
turfgrassin the urban, coastal areas. It performs best
in well-drained, fertile soils but can grow
satisfactorily in awide variety of soils. To produce
an acceptable quality lawn, St. Augustinegrass
requires irrigation and moderate fertility.

Figure 1. St. Augustinegrass.
Advantages

St. Augustinegrass produces a green to
blue-green dense turf that is well adapted to most
soilsand climatic regionsin Florida. It has relatively

good salt tolerance and certain cultivars possess good
shade tolerance. Establishment of St. Augustinegrass
from sod is quick and easy. Several different
cultivars of St. Augustinegrass sod and plugs are
available from garden centers and custom sod
installers throughout Florida.

Disadvantages

St. Augustinegrass, like most turfgrasses, has
certain cultural and pest problems. It does not remain
green during drought conditions without
supplemental irrigation. It produces excessive thatch
under moderate to high fertility and frequent
irrigation. It has poor wear tolerance and some
varieties are susceptible to cold damage. The coarse
leaf texture is objectionable to some people. The
major insect pest of St. Augustinegrassis the chinch
bug, although resistance to chinch bugs varies
somewhat among cultivars. For example, Floratam
and Floralawn have traditionally been considered
chinch resistant, but over time the insect has
overcome this and are now considered a pest to these
cultivarsaswell. St. Augustine Decline Virus
(SADV) isamajor disease problem in some parts of
the United States but has not been identified asa
problem in Florida. Some cultivars are also
susceptible to gray leaf spot disease.
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